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G sounded KH. You may sometimes hear it pronounced like Scots CH in loch.

Finally, there are two more double consonants in addition to \, which has already
been dealt with, and sounds like English x:

^ sounded like SD in Asda. You may hear it pronounced like a ‘z’ in English.

] sounds like PS in copse.

Diphthongs are made up of two vowels run together. In Greek:

EM sounds as I in bite.

SM sounds as OI/OY in boil, boy.

YM sounds as UI in French lui.

EY sounds as OU, OW in out, owl.

IY/LY sounds as in EW in dew.

SY sounds as in OO in pool.

IM sounds as in A in paper.

KK sounds as NG in angle.

Practice exercise
Write these Greek words in English letters.

�%QE^[R ......................... RIOXEV............................ OYHSN..............................

HYWTI]ME ...................... WXMKQE............................ JMPSWSJME......................

HMEKR[WMN...................... �WFIWXSN ....................... �UPLXLN..........................

HVEQE............................. HSKQE ............................. ]YGSPSKME.....................

KIRIWMN .......................... �WUQE ............................

If this interests you, try to say the words aloud. If you have time, do this again. You
could also practise writing them in Greek.

Recognizing Greek-derived words
As you learn the Greek language, you will soon have a feel for modern words
derived from Greek. Here is a passage with a considerable number of them. Try to
guess which they are, and then check with a dictionary. Don’t look at my list
overleaf until you have tried to work through the passage without it.

A living organism depends on outside information. This arrives in three
forms – electromagnetic waves, such as light; mechanical pressures, such
as sound; and chemical stimuli, such as those giving rise to taste and smell.
If the organism is an animal, all three kinds of signal are converted by
sense receptors on the outside of the body into impulses of electrical
energy that carry messages into the central nervous system.

Lyall Watson, Supernature (Hodder, 1973).


