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you could set up the habit of learning a few letters of the alphabet each day and
then progress to learning just a couple of new words each day, you would benefit
enormously when the course gets under way.

The material which follows is designed to be studied in small sections. In all, it will
probably take you about 7–8 hours to work through it. Of course, you could easily
spend longer if you wished, especially if you began to make your own word lists of
English words derived from Greek. However, even if you only have a small amount
of time available, you will certainly find it useful to learn the Greek alphabet and to
practise writing words in Greek.

Part 1 Approaching Greek for the first time
Classical Greek is both familiar and strange to English readers. Echoes of the
language resound through our modern times from ‘telephone’ to ‘geriatric’. Many
of these words were made up artificially to name a modern discovery by scientists
working in a classically-based tradition. ‘Tele’ is Greek for ‘at a distance’, and we
are all aware of modern words containing the element ‘phone’ and can guess that
this means ‘sound’ even if we have not learned Greek systematically. ‘Iatry’ and
‘Iatric’ imply medical care and healing, and ‘Ger(ont)’ is a stem indicating old age.

Greek is the language of the New Testament and of Classical Greek drama, which
is still regularly performed. In all these ways Greek has a familiar feeling. But the
form of the alphabet used then (and still in use in Greece today) is unique. The first
task in reading Classical Greek is stepping across this barrier of unfamiliarity.

The alphabet
Many people know that the first letter of the Greek alphabet is ‘alpha’ and the last
‘omega’. In the following section, we shall learn each letter individually. Most of
the letters sound much like their English equivalents; Reading Greek will deal with
this in more detail. In this section, a word starting with or containing each letter
will be given. Copy the letter several times to practise recognizing and writing it,
and try to find in your English dictionary some more Greek-derived words starting
with or containing that letter. Space is left for you to write them. (For the sounds of
the letters, see the next section. Later, we shall also explain the ‘breathings’, small
signs which look like commas over the initial vowels. Just ignore these for the
moment.)

Lower
case

Capital Name of letter Example(s) of letter in use

E % alpha (�PJE) �RXM (anti) [against]

Write a row of alphas here (use the place
marked * to start forming the letter with
a down stroke).

...............
*
...............................................

Find another Greek-derived word with
the letter alpha in it, and write the word,
putting the alpha in the Greek form: e.g.
ElphEbet.

................................................................

................................................................

F & beta (FLXE) FEUSN (bathos) [depth]

Write a row of betas here:
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................................................................

Proceed as for alpha.

................................................................

................................................................

K + gamma (KEQQE) KR[WMN (gnosis) [knowledge]

(as for alpha) ..........................................

................................................................

................................................................

H ( delta (HIPXE) HVEQE (drama) [drama]

(as for alpha) ..........................................

................................................................

................................................................

I ) epsilon (z]MPSR) zK[ (ego) [I]

(as for alpha) ..........................................

................................................................

................................................................

^ > zeta (^LXE) ^[RL (zone) [girdle]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

L , eta (�XE) �USN (ethos) [behaviour]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

U 5 theta (ULXE) U[VE\ (thorax) [breastplate]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

M - iota (e[XE) eHIE (idea) [idea]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................
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O / kappa (OETTE) OSWQSN (kosmos/cosmos) [arrangement]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

P 0 lambda (PEQFHE) PSKSN (logos) [word]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

Q 1 mu (QY) QIKE (mega) [large]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

R 2 nu �RY) RMOL (nike) [victory]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

\ < xi (\M) \YPSJ[RL (xylophone) [literally,
wooden noise]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

S 3 omikron (²QMOVSR) ²RY\ (onyx) [onyx]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

T 4 pi (TM) TEUSN (pathos) [suffering]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

V 6 rho (�[) �SHSR (rhodon) [a rose]

[initial V is written �] ................................................................

................................................................

................................................................
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W (beginning 7

or middle of
word)

sigma (WMKQE) WSJME (sophia) [wisdom]

N (end of word) ................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

X 8 tau (XEY) XEYVSN (tauros) [a bull]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

Y 9 upsilon (º]MPSR) ¹TIV ([h]yper) [above]
(see below)

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

J * phi (JM) JYWMN (physis) [nature]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

G ' chi (GM) GEVEOXLV (character) [character]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

] = psi (]M) ]YGL (psyche) [soul]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

[ ; omega (ÈQIKE) ÓHL (ode) [ode, song]

................................................................

................................................................

................................................................

There were at one time other letters in Greek, in particular:

H vanished in some dialects and fell out of use, but it survived in many
dialects, including Athenian (‘Attic’). All initial vowels (i.e. those at the
beginning of a word) must carry either (D) (for H) or (�) (for no H).


